Insert name and email address of recipient 
Insert date 

Tēnā koe /Greetings 

Re: The State of Ovarian Cancer in Aotearoa 

In February the Ovarian Cancer Foundation NZ (OCFNZ) launched a report on the State of Ovarian Cancer in our country. State of Ovarian Cancer Report Aotearoa New Zealand confronts one of New Zealand’s most serious health crises. 

The impact ovarian cancer has is devastating:
· There are an average of 306 new diagnoses each year
· One woman dies of ovarian cancer every 48 hours.
· Ovarian cancer is the most lethal of the gynaecological cancers with an enduringly low five-year survival rate of just 42.8%.
· Half of women are diagnosed in emergency departments, improving diagnosis through primary care can improve survival rates
· Symptoms awareness is shockingly low, 80% of Kiwis do not know the symptoms

I want to share the report with you because (insert here your “why”, it could be a little about your experience with ovarian cancer, what you have seen loved ones experience, or why you believe there is injustice).

There are actions that can be taken to improve the survival rate and to truly shift the dial on ovarian cancer for women and their families.

OCFNZ’s report outlines not only the state of ovarian cancer but the actions that will transform outcomes. 

Read the report
https://ovariancancerfoundation.org.nz/state-of-ovarian-cancer-in-aotearoa/

We are calling on the government to respond to the issues raised in the report  and to commit to investment in the actions which will save women's lives.

(please note these are our three priority asks, but you are welcome to insert the key ask(s) that resonates most with you)

1. We are asking for investment in awareness raising on the signs and symptoms of ovarian cancer and ensuring that women are made aware when enrolled in a cervical smear programme that their smear does not test for ovarian cancer.

2. To reduce the delays for women with symptoms who are going to their GP and health teams,  for referral for timely publicly funded  ultrasound so as to support speedier diagnosis and treatment.

3. To invest in the development of a national  ovarian cancer register  which will enable women's experience of ovarian cancer to be recorded and provide a rich data set for future treatment pathways and research.

We are seeking a commitment to dig deeper for change and save women's lives.

Sincerely,

(insert name)
